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Introduction
Cyntoia Brown was sentenced in Tennessee women’s prison for first-degree murder after killing Johnny Allen. This case has attracted local and national attention from human rights activists, politicians and governs especially Gov. Bill Haslam. Cyntoia Brown’s case has drawn a lot of attention because there is a belief that the conviction was too harsh for a 16 old yet she was a victim of sexual abuse (Victor, 2017). Also, the story is in the form of a documentary film which has educated and provided insights to the public regarding the case. The court ruled that she had to serve 52 years in prison before she was granted consideration for parole. The personal background, family background, criminal history, current status and a reflection of Cyntoia Brown’s case will be examined. 
Personal Background for Cyntoia Brown
Cyntoia Brown is an American citizen who was born on January 29, 1988 (Birman, 2011). Since her mother was an alcoholic, she was unable to bring her up hence placing her for adoption. Brown escaped from home in 2004 since the environments and conditions were not accommodative. After she escaped from home, she was taken in the Child’s Services Department between 2001 and 2003 after she was accused of assaulting people and stealing property. After being arrested, she spent two years in the Department’s facilities, although she was taken to Woodland Hills Youth Development Centre for one year. It is in this period when she was homeless that she was involved in violence and prostitution hence being lured in the dirty business by Garion McGlothen. She was forced into drugs and sex-trafficking and was regularly beaten, threatened and raped. These occurrences subjected and forced her into more misery since she lacked physical and emotional help. She was then picked by Johnny Allen who was a real estate agent in 2004 (Kurlychek & Johnson, 2019). Brown later confessed that she was raped and forced into drugs after Allen accommodated her. 
Family Background for Cyntoia Brown
Cyntoia Brown’s mother is known as Georgina Mitchell. She continued with her drinking habits even after she was pregnant (Victor, 2017). The name of her father is not given suggesting that her mother might have been single. Her drinking habits led to Brown suffering from fetal alcohol spectrum disorders hence affecting her growth. Moreover, her mother started abusing cocaine when Brown was only eight months old. As a result, she lacked good emotional development thus forcing her to be a runway. When her mother was unable to bring her up because of her drinking habits and poverty, she placed her on adoption. After spending two years on the facilities, she escaped to the streets where she was forced into prostitution and drugs abuse. 
Criminal History for Cyntoia Brown’s
It is evident that the life of Brown was complicated since she lacked the moral and emotional pillars in her life. This is evident from the fact that her mother was a heavy drunkard who continued drinking even after she gave birth. Therefore, such an environment forced Brown to engage in crime for survival. Besides, Cyntoia Brown’s criminal history can be traced way back after she escaped from the Children Services Department in 2003. During her time in these facilities, she was accused of stealing and robbing other people’s property. After she was threatened by being arrested, she fled into the streets and was involved with Garison McGlothen. According to Birman (2011), Garison introduced her to drugs such as cocaine as well as human trafficking. On August 6, 2004, Brown and Allen met in a restaurant and agreed to engage in sexual intercourse for a fee. During the encounter, Brown shot Allen in the back of the head and escaped with two firearms and his wallet. Later, the police found her at a nearby town and arrested her for murder. In defence, Brown said that she shot Allen for self-defence since she feared from being shot. 
Current Status of the Case
Cyntoia Brown’s case has attracted a lot of national attention since lawyers have continued to insist that the sentence was very harsh and not considerable. After the court and prosecutors gathered evidence from recorded cell phones and leaked conversations, it was leaked that Brown did shoot Allen from the back part of the head suggesting that she murdered him to steal his money. For that reason, prosecutors concluded that she would face charges for felony murder, aggravated robbery and first-degree murder hence serving 51 years in prison (Kurlychek & Johnson, 2019). After a lot of celebrities such as Rihanna, Kim Kardashian and Care started online platforms to urge the court to reconsider the judgment; Brown was granted clemency hearing in 2017. Governor Bill Haslam granted Brown clemency thus reducing her sentence. This is because of her behaviours in prison such as training and motivating others to realize the impact they have in the society. The circumstances that led Brown to shoot Allen were also considered before clemency was granted. As such, she has completed her high school diploma and was also awarded her associates degree while still in prison. 
Fortunately, Governor Haslam reduced Brown’s former sentence in prison to a shorter period up to August 7, 2019, and also ten years of supervised parole (Victor, 2017). The governor explained that his decision came after careful considerations since the case is arguably one of the most complex and tragic incidents to have happened. He further asserted that sentencing a juvenile which would be forced to serve 51 years in prison before being granted parole is not fair at all. 

My Reflections on Cyntoia Brown’s Case
Upon reviewing the case, there is no doubt that it is a complex and tragic at the same time. The situation is terrible because it involves death, violence, and threats which interferes with the set-up of an ideal society. One issue that I have been able to reflect after reading about this case is the importance of parental love and guidance. There is no doubt that both parents love and guidance act as pillars of good morals for children as they grow up. Since the modern world is characterized by violence and drugs, parents have primary responsibilities to ensure their children have not been negatively influenced by wrong role models (Birman, 2011). Furthermore, parents should consider being their children’s role models to encourage them to behave appropriately. For that reason, parents have a fundamental role in shaping the behaviours of their children.
Taking a review of the case, Brown lacked parental love and support. She was born with a fatal alcohol disorder suggesting that her mother was a heavy drunkard. After she delivered, she continued with her drinking habits hence being forced to take Brown to adoption departments. Such action enables me to reflect on the importance of emotional support. As such, emotional support can overcome many challenges considering young girls are sensitive to handle as they grow up (McDonald, 2018). It is evident that all the miseries that Brown went through were as a result of poor emotional support. As a result of poverty and desperation, she fell into drugs and forced sexual encounters. I believe that the case of Brown is just a single example in which young girls continue to suffer in the hands of their abusers but ends up being denied justice. Hence, children services and the concerned departments should focus on providing financial and social support to homeless girls.
Again, this case has enabled me to reflect on the nature of the current criminal and justice system in the United States. The current criminal and justice system has received a lot of scrutiny in recent years since it has made judgments and decisions that have gone against the public wishes (Kurlychek & Johnson, 2019). Reflecting on the case, I believe the jury and prosecutors did not make a fair judgment at first since it had sentenced Brown for 51 years. Convicting a 16-year-old girl for 51 years without being given the option of parole is too harsh considering she was a victim of sexual abuse, violence, and child-trafficking. Luckily, Governor Bill Haslam reduced the sentence and she will be released on August. The department of justice needs to review all the available evidence and facts before sentencing the victim. Besides, the criminal justice departments should consider factors such as age, motives, and unavoidable circumstances before punishing the victims. 
Conclusion
It is clearly evident that Cyntoia Brown’s case is tragic considering the miseries she went through and the sentence she was granted. The case has also provided insights concerning the nature of the criminal and justice systems in the United States. There are many cases concerning the abuse and violation of juveniles and yet they were ruled against them. As such, there should be the formulation of better policies that allows prosecutors to consider all the presented evidence before coming up with judgements. In addition, there should be a review and re-constructions of the policies to ensure that such cases are ruled with all the possible and present considerations. The role of parents while bringing up their children is also necessary to consider as evident in the case. Probably if Brown had proper care and support, she would not have engaged herself in drugs or forced to join street life out of desperation and poverty. Therefore, parents and guardians should be their children’s role models and also offer guidance where necessary to reduce violation cases in the streets. 
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